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United States Mint, Philadelphia, Penn., 
Melter and Refiner’s Department, 
May 15, 1879 


Sir, 


I find upon enquiry that some of the Silver exhibited a tendency to blister yesterday, & I 
am thankful that you drew my attention to it. Mr. Garrigues told me that he feared he could not 
get the heat high enough to avoid blistering unless the coal were better. 


Since writing to you on the bad character of the Coal yesterday, I saw Mr. Branson, 
whose explanations of the facts seem to me fair, altho’ I told him that the explanation did not 
supply us with good coal. He promised better without fail. 


In making the next contract for Coal in June would it not be desirable to have it expressed 
as “Hand-picked”, & allow a corresponding price? 


Very Respectfully yours 
Jas. C. booth 
M&R 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 


